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REF: (A) MANILA 8280, (B) MANILA 7791 

1. PRESIDENT MARCOS EOR THE FIRST TIME SINCE 1972, AND MRS. 

MARCOS EOR THE EIRST TIME IN MEMORY, ATTENDED THE AMERICAN 
SPONSORED MEMORIAL DAY SERVICES AT THE MANILA AMERICAN CEMETERY 
AND MEMORIAL. ALSO PRESENT WERE AFP SHIEF OF STAFF ESPINO, 

THE THREE SERVICE CHIEFS, UNDERSECRETARY OE DEFENSE CRISOL, 

AND SEVERAL HUNDRED EILIPINO, DIPLOMATIC AND AMERICAN GUESTS. 
EOLLOWING MY BRIBE IN REMEMBRANCE REMARKS, MARCOS DELIVERED A 
MAJOR STATEMENT (REE A) ON PHIT JPPTNF.-AMF.RTC AN RELATIONS, HIS 
"HUMAN RIGHTS SPEECH" ACCORDING TO MRS. MARCOS. THE ACCENT 
WAS ON COMMON PHILIPPINE AND AMERICAN VALUES AND OBJECTIVES 
PURSUED DIEEERENTLY OWING TO DIFEERENT CIRCUMSTANCES. MRS. 

MARCOS TOLD ME SHE HOPED PRESIDENT CARTER WOULD READ THE 
SPEECH. IT IS AN ELOQUENT STATEMENT IN WHICH MARCOS 
PUSHES HIS RHETORICAL COMMITMENT TO HUMAN RIGHTS ABOUT 
AS EAR AS HE IS PREPARED TO GO. THE EFEORT DESERVES A 
MEASURED, POSITIVE RESPONSE FROM US. 
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2. MARCOS SPEECH INCLUDES AN APPEAL FOR U.S. FOREBEARANCE 
AND UNDERSTANDING OE SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES WHICH OBTAIN 
IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES AND WHICH MAY CIRCUMSCRIBE MOVEMENT 
TOWARD FULL REALIZATION OE HUMAN RIGHTS. THUS QUOTE . . . 
ALTHOUGH ADMIRING THE WAYS AND THE STRENGTH OE HER (AMERICA'S) 
INSTITUTIONS, OTHER NATIONS LESS FORTUNATE AND LESS STRONG 
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ARE IN SOME WAYS DIFFERENT, EVEN IN THE ALY THEY AFFIRM 
THE RIGHTS AND DIGNITY OF MAN UNQUOTE. AND QUOTE SOME OF 
THE THINGS WE HAVE TO DO TODAY, PARTICULARLY WHEN SEEN TO 
BE NEW AND UNFAMILIAR BY THOSE WHO DO NOT SHARE EITHER OUR 
FAITH OR OUR CONVICTION, WILL TEND TO DISTURB, EVEN THOSE 
WHO SYMPATHIZE WITH OUR CONDITIONS. LET NOT HASTY OR 
IGNOBLE JUDGMENT CONDEMN. RATHER AS WE REACH OUT TO YOU 
FOR THE SECRET OF YOUR PROGRESS AND ACHIEVEMENTS, REACH 
OUT ALSO FOR THE SECRET OF OUR TORMENT. UNQUOTE. MARCOS 
AFFIRMS THAT THE PHILIPPINES QUOTE COMMITMENT TO HUMAN 
RIGHTS AND TO THE WELFARE OF OUR PEOPLE- IS AN IRREVOCABLE 
ONE UNQUOTE. HE CONCLUDES BY NOTING QUOTE OUR PATHS MAY 
SOMETIMES SEPARATE, BUT I AM SURE THEY SHALL CONVERGE AGAIN, 
FOR OUR FINAL DESTINATION IS THE SAME: THE FULL RENDERING 
OF HUMAN DIGNITY AND HUMAN WELFARE UNQUOTE. 

3. THE MEMORIAL DAY SERVICES, PARTICULARLY PRESIDENT 
MARCOS' SPEECH, RECEIVED FRONT-PAGE COVERAGE IN ALL THREE 
MAJOR MANILA DAILIES. BULLETIN TODAY CARRIED FULL MARCOS 
TEST AS DID DAILY EXPRESS OF IN REMEMBRANCE REMARKS. FULL 
SPEECH OR EXTENSIVE EXCERPTS ALSO FEATURED ON ALL TV 
CHANNELS. 

4. COMMENT: WHILE EVEN THE BEST OF RHETORIC IS INSUF- 
FICIENT TO THE NEEDS OF HUMAN RIGHTS, THE ANNUNCIATION 
BY PRESIDENT MARCOS ON MAY 30 OF A CONCEPTUAL BASIS FOR 
THE PROMOTION OF HUMAN RIGHTS IS NOT WITHOUT HEURISTIC 
VALUE IN THE PHILIPPINES. ALREADY MARCOS HAS COME SOME 
DISTANCE IN BEGINNING TO RESPOND TO THE HUMAN RIGHTS 
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CHALLENGE OF THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION. OUR TASK, AS I 
SEE IT, IS TO NUDGE HIM ALONG FROM WORDS TO DEEDS, FROM 
GESTURES TO REFORMS ALONG THE LINES OF THE STRATEGY FOR 
HUMAN RIGHTS SUGGESTS IN REF B. ALSO WE UNDERSTAND ON 
GOOD AUTHORITY THAT MARCOS INTENDED HIS PARTICIPATION IN 
THE MEMORIAL DAY SERVICE THIS YEAR TO INDICATE TO THE CARTER 
ADMINISTRATION THAT THE GOP WISHES TO RESTORE THE "ZTRADI- 
TIONAL FILIPINO- AMERICAN FRIENDSHIP " OF PRE-MARTIAL LAW 
YEARS, AND TO EXPRESS APPROVAL FOR RECENT ATTEMPTS OF THE 
EMBASSY TO ESTABLISH A CLOSER DIALOGUE WITH THE GOP AND TO 
REMOVE IRRITANTS FROM US-PHILIPPINE RELATIONS (FIELD NO. 

FPM 10,288, MAY 26). 

5. ACCORDINGLY, SOMETHING IN THE WAY OF A RESPONSE 

FROM OUR SIDE MIGHT BE CONSIDERED, PERHAPS AN ENCOURAGING 
MESSAGE FROM THE SECRETARY, AS THE PERSONAGE WHO DELIVERED 
THE MAJOR HUMAN RIGHTS SPEECH AT GEORGIA LAW SCHOOL TO 
WHICH PRESIDENT MARCOS' STATEMENT MAY WELL BE CONSIDERED 
A REPLY. THE MESSAGE MIGHT USEFULLY LOOK AHEAD TO INCREASING 
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PHILIPPINE- AMERICAN COOPERATION IN THE FIELD OF HUMAN 
RIGHTS TO BENEFITTING OUR MUTUAL RELATIONS AND MOST 
ESPECIALLY TO PROMOTING CONCRETE HUMAN RIGHTS AT HOME AND 
ABORAD. 

STULL 
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